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I was asked by the editor to write a few lines about the interview I conducted 

with Mario Bunge in the summer of 2013, which was released on the Internet in 

2014.  Here is the background I was asked for: 

In the 1980s I was trained in sociological system theory and theory of action at 

a German university (Heinrich Heine Universität, Düsseldorf).  

I gained knowledge in modern philosophy and science theory in order to analyze 

and assess the numerous problems of theory formation in the social sciences. 

In my opinion, the most common solutions in this field do not work 

satisfactorily; they suffer from profound philosophical and epistemological 

deficiencies. Through the influence of idealistic thinking, the use of certain 

concepts such as structure, system, function, and dialectics - prevents clear and 

distinct talk about social facts. 

For a long time, I, therefore, sought for a clarifying approach to the discussion of 

the basic concepts of sociology. 

About ten years ago, I discovered some of Mario Bunge’s many books and 

articles written on the philosophical foundation of social sciences (see list below 

provided by editor). In my opinion, Bunge was able to unfold fruitful solutions 

that have hitherto been hidden. This motivated me to get in contact with him, 

which was the beginning of a most lively correspondence. The results of this 

interaction are four books, which I have published since then in the German 

language (for example Kommunikation a detailed study of the conceptual 

foundations of social communication).   

  

[The following are some of Bunge’s writings on social science and philosophy: 

editor] 
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internationale de Systémique 2: 1-13. 
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scientist’, Epistemologia 12: 195-212. 
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Selected Essays of Mario Bunge, Prometheus Press, Amherst NY, pp.320-342. 
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H. Banathy, (eds.), International Systems Science Handbook, Madrid: Systemic 

Publications, pp. 210-221. 
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Boston: Kluwer Academic, pp. 149-168. 
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New Haven, CT 
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New Brunswick, NJ. 
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alternatives’, Philosophy of the Social Science 30: 384-406. 

Bunge, M.: 2000, Social Science under Debate: A Philosophical Perspective, 

Toronto: University of Toronto Press. 
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their mechanisms’, Philosophy of the Social Sciences 34: 371-381. 
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Brunswick NJ: Transaction Publishers, pp. 109-123. 
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Press, pp. 8-30. 
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Press, pp.119-134. 
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Bunge, M.: 2008, ‘Bayesianism: Science or Pseudoscience? International Review 

of Victimology 15: 165-178.  
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Science, vol. 295, Springer, Dordrecht. 
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A bibliography of Bunge’s English-language publications is available in the 

Resources folder of this website.  

  

It is my intention to help other people interested in philosophy and theory of 

science to get easy access to Mario Bunge's works and to the systemic 

perspective of his thinking. 

  

One way to achieve this is to provide simple introductory statements of Bunge’s 

philosophy.  To get such introductory, but authentic texts, was my target when I 

formulated the questions for this interview.  Fortunately, Mario had the patience 

to answer everything in detail - although he was on vacation in Greece at the 

time. 

  

The interview: 
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