An Interview with Mario Bunge,
by Heinz W. Droste, sociologist, writer and journalist

I was asked by the editor to write a few lines about the interview I conducted
with Mario Bunge in the summer of 2013, which was released on the Internet in
2014. Here is the background I was asked for:

In the 1980s I was trained in sociological system theory and theory of action at
a German university (Heinrich Heine Universitat, Dusseldorf).

I gained knowledge in modern philosophy and science theory in order to analyze
and assess the numerous problems of theory formation in the social sciences.
In my opinion, the most common solutions in this field do not work
satisfactorily; they suffer from profound philosophical and epistemological
deficiencies. Through the influence of idealistic thinking, the use of certain
concepts such as structure, system, function, and dialectics - prevents clear and
distinct talk about social facts.

For a long time, I, therefore, sought for a clarifying approach to the discussion of
the basic concepts of sociology.

About ten years ago, I discovered some of Mario Bunge’s many books and
articles written on the philosophical foundation of social sciences (see list below
provided by editor). In my opinion, Bunge was able to unfold fruitful solutions
that have hitherto been hidden. This motivated me to get in contact with him,
which was the beginning of a most lively correspondence. The results of this
interaction are four books, which I have published since then in the German
language (for example Kommunikation a detailed study of the conceptual
foundations of social communication).
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A bibliography of Bunge’s English-language publications is available in the
Resources folder of this website.

It is my intention to help other people interested in philosophy and theory of
science to get easy access to Mario Bunge's works and to the systemic
perspective of his thinking.

One way to achieve this is to provide simple introductory statements of Bunge’s
philosophy. To get such introductory, but authentic texts, was my target when I
formulated the questions for this interview. Fortunately, Mario had the patience
to answer everything in detail - although he was on vacation in Greece at the
time.

The interview:
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